
Mad Anthony Wayne and the Storming of Stony Point (New York) 
 
The son of Irish immigrants, Anthony Wayne was among the first to answer the calls to fight for 
independence. A friend of Marquis de Lafayette and Benjamin Franklin, the rowdy Irishman 
soon gained a reputation for fierceness in battle and became one of Gen. George 
Washington’s most trusted commanders. 
 
In 1778, Washington’s forces were in dire straits after a string of defeats. Pushing deeper 
inland, the British forces seized control of the Hudson River as part of a strategy to pin down 
Washington’s army. The river crossing was protected by a well manned British fort named 
Stony Point, which was surrounded by water on three sides. The hilltop was further fortified 
with hundreds of men, cannons, and earthen work defenses. 
 
Washington asked his Irish companion if he could take the fort, despite being outnumbered. 
Wayne retorted, “Issue the orders, sir, and I will storm hell.” 
 
Lacking the men to take the fort in a conventional assault, Wayne split his forces in three. One 
was to lead a feint through the swamp by night, up the only path to the fortress in what 
appeared to be a conventional assault. The other two were ordered to empty their firearms. 
 
The night was so dark, the rebels tied white papers to their hats so they could tell themselves 
apart from the imperial soldiers. 
 
With nothing but bayonets, hundreds of men silently waded through the low tide on each side 
of the peninsula fortress. Distracted by the forward feint, the British commanders didn’t realize 
what was happening until the patriots surrounded them. The Irishman’s forces were now too 
close to the hill for the British to effectively use their cannons. Now in close quarters, Wayne 
personally charged the fortress with an unloaded musket against a hail of fire. 
 
The unexpected rebel bayonet charge punched through the fortifications on both sides 
simultaneously, and the terrified British regulars began to surrender en masse. The fort, and 
the river with it, was again in American hands. In the complete attack, Wayne lost 15 men, and 
was himself shot in the charge. In total, more than 550 British soldiers surrendered. 
 
Despite seeing his own men slaughtered by the British after surrendering earlier in the war, 
Wayne treated each redcoat with honor, earning praise from both sides. For the extraordinary 
act of leading a night charge on a high ground fort with only a bayonet, he earned the moniker 
“Mad Anthony Wayne,” a nickname he’d proudly use for the rest of his life. 
 
When Washington came to the injured general to congratulate him after the battle, Wayne 
stated, “Our officers and men behaved like men determined to be free.” 
 
Mad Anthony Wayne fought through the remainder of the war as a brigadier general and went 
on to be one of the nation’s first congressmen from Georgia. 


